


To Help Enjoy This Booklet . . . . 
An Explanation of the Special Terminology 

The Talmud describes various levels of observance for some of the mitzvot.

Stam  - the basic requirement to fulfill a mitzvah
Mehadrin – a more rigorous (or higher) method of fulfilling a mitzvah
Mehadrin Min ha’Mehadrin – an even more rigorous (or higher) method of
fulfilling a mitzvah.

So for example the Talmud in Shabbat discusses the mitzvah of lighting the
chanukiyah on Chanukah:

Our Rabbis taught: The commandment of Chanukah requires one light
per household; the zealous (Mehadrin) kindle a light for each member
of the household; and the extremely zealous (Mehadrin Min
ha’Mehadrin) -- Beit Shammai maintain: On the first day eight lights
are lit and thereafter they are gradually reduced [by one each day]; but
Beit Hillel say: On the first day one is lit and thereafter they are
progressively increased. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat,
page 21b  

More simply:

Stam  - light one candle each night per household
Mehadrin – light one candle each night for each person in a household.
Mehadrin Min ha’Mehadrin – light one candle the first night, two candles the
second night, etc., for each person in the household.

What follows is some “Purim Torah” that expands on this concept.  The
material in this booklet was written several years ago by friends of KCT, Lois
and Ken (z”l) Goldrich.

A freilichen Purim!!  Enjoy!!!








